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A proof extract from Sunnah

(A legal and theologian study in the history of formation and canonization)

Abstract:

The theologian and legal proofs related to the prophetic Sunnaare inductively
summed up to mutawa tir, ahdd, and mashiir, whose beginning, development and
definition is still a matter of debate. This study argues that these terms started to
appear in the middle of the second century on the hands of two contemporaneous

scholars: Wasil b. ‘Ata’ the founder of Mutazilite school and Abii Hanifa the



founder of Hanafite school. The early formation of these concepts delineated their
functions in theological proofs — and their legal definition in terms of concept of
imitating the prophet. There was nonetheless less agreement on the definitions and
the terms and more overlap between them. Some concepts had in the beginning
different terms with the same meaning such as mashhiir, ma‘nifand mustafid on
the one hand, and ghad and shdadh on the other. This critical-analytical study
shows that theologian and legal proofs share the same authority but differ in

content.

Keywords: the traditional proof, tawadtur, ahad, mashhir, Mutazilite,

theologians, normativity
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